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REVIEW THIS 
WEBSITE TO EXPLAIN 
WHY AUSTRALIA IS 
MIXED- MARKET
https://www.heritage.org/index/countr
y/australia

https://www.heritage.org/index/country/australia


Australia’s 
Government



Australia is a 
parliamentary
democracy.



In Australia, voters are required 
to vote in elections. If they do not 
vote, they can be fined. This is the 
same as in Brazil and Mexico. 
Remember –compulsory means 
you are required to vote or you 
can get a ticket. 



Parliamentary Democracy

Parliament

Prime Minister

Voters choose 
representatives to 

the governing 
body, Parliament. 

It is bicameral (two 
houses) like Great 

Britain.

The party that wins 
the majority then 
selects the Prime 

Minister from one of 
its members to serve 

as the head of the 
government.

Australia is governed under a parliamentary system. It is a 
democratic form of government in which voters choose 
representatives to a governing body called a parliament.

http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/about-parliament-what-is-
parliament/about-parliament-what-is-parliament-popup.html

http://www.peo.gov.au/multimedia/videos/about-parliament-what-is-parliament/about-parliament-what-is-parliament-popup.html


Many of the functions and 
practices of the Australian 
Parliament are based on 
British Parliament. Why?



Examine the excerpt 
from Australia’s 
Constitution below 
[copy also linked on 
the curriculum map]. 

What is different 
about Australia’s 
Parliament? [Hint: 
Who makes up the 
Parliament according 
to the Constitution?]





Australia is also known as a constitutional 
monarchy.

Australia has a monarch (Queen Elizabeth II) as 
the head of state. 
The powers of the monarch are set out in the 
Constitution, along with the powers of the 
parliament and the courts.



Write a 
paragraph:  
Compare and 
contrast 
Australia’s 
government to 
the government 
of the 
U.S. on the 
following:

Form of leadership (who has the power 
and how did they get it)

Type of legislature

Role of the citizen in terms of voting

Forms: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-x3OL5-
ROEmquMR_D8kYLYTWZH7mFiBIgSA_9TNzy8BUMklLVllTVlY0U1dYTjk5WElIWFMzNTdVTS4u

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-x3OL5-ROEmquMR_D8kYLYTWZH7mFiBIgSA_9TNzy8BUMklLVllTVlY0U1dYTjk5WElIWFMzNTdVTS4u

